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FACTS  ABOUT  EL  MONTE  HOl/ESTEABS 


Department  of  Agriculture 
Farm  Security  Administration 


OFFICIAL  NAME:  El  Monte  unit  of  Rurban  Homesteads 

LOCATION:  El  Monte  Homesteads  is  14  miles  east  of  the  Los  Ange- 

les city  hall  and  seven  miles  from  the  major  industrial 
section  of  the  city.    It  is  about  two  miles  from  the 
town  of  El  Monte. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  PROJECT:    Started  as  a  Federal  Subsistence  Homesteads  project  in 

March,  1934,  the  El  Monte  Homesteads  was  transferred  to 
the  Resettlement  Administration  in  June,  1935.  Construc- 
tion work  was  completed  October  15,  1935, 

PURPOSE  OF  PROJECT:  The  project  was  designed  to  enable  low-income  families  to 

supplement  their  earnings  by  raising  much  of  their  own 
food  on  garden  plots  of  about  three-fourths  of  an  acre 
which  surrounded  each  home.    With  a  growing  season  ex- 
tending through  the  entire  year  and  soil  suitable  for 
raising  a  variety  of  crops,  it  is  estimated  that  the  resi- 
dents can  add  about  $200  a  year  to  their  regular  incomes. 

PROJECT  DESCRIPTION:         A  tracft  of.  100  acres  of  slightly  rolling  land  was  selected 

as  the  project  site.    The  soil  is  suitable  for  truck  farm- 
ing, berries  and  fruit  trees.    Approximately  75  acres 
have  been  used  for  home  sites  and  the  remaining  25  for 
parks  and  roads.    Each  of  the  100  tracts  into  which  the 
area  has  been  divided  contains  a  house  and  garage  with 
storage  space. 

Agriculturally,  these  plots  are  laid  out  for  five  purposes: 
vegetable  gardens,  home  orchards,  berries  and  small  fruits, 
poultry  and  home  landscaping.    Water  is  supplied  by  two 
wells,  each  about  200  feet  deep  with  electric  pumps  and 
two  500  gallon  storage  tanks.    Gas  and  electricity  are 
provided  by  a  private   itility  company  and  telephone  service 
is  available.    The  2  miles  of  project  roads  connect  the 
home-sites  with  each  other  and  with  adjacent  highways. 

HOUSE  DESCRIPTION.  The  houses  are  of  one-etory  frame  construction  without  a 

basement.    They  are  built  on  cement  foundations  and  the 
floors  of  the  houses  are  also  of  cement.    They  vary  in 
size  from  three  to  six  rooms;  56  houses  have  three  rooms, 
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32  have  four  rooms,  ten  have  five  rooms  and  two  have 
six  rooms.  El  Monte  Homesteads  was  completely  occu- 
pied by  December  1,  1935. 

A  maiority  of  the  families  are  of  native  American  stock 
and  all  the  men  are  American  citizens.    About  13  percent 
of  the  male  and  female  family  heads  were  born  in  Califor- 
nia, while  of  the  remainder  80  percent  were  born  in 
34  different  states  and  six  percent  came  from  foreign 
countries.    Although  their  birthplaces  were  widely 
scattered,  all  the  heads  of  the  families  selected  were 
residing  in  Los  Angeles  County  at  the  time  they  applied 
for  homesteads.    The  idea  of  providing  supplemental' 
income  through  the  raising  of  foodstuffs  in  subsistence 
gardens  was  not  new  to  the  group  from  which  the  families 
were  to  be  selected;  it  was  estimated  at  the  time  of 
planning  that  at  least  5,000  families  in  Los  Angeles 
County  were  combining  industrial  employment  with  home 
gardening.    The  homesteaders  were  taken  from  the  group 
that  could  not  afford  to  purchase  a  home  and  sufficient 
land  to  carry  on  subsistence  gardening. 

A  maiority  were  employed  in  different  types  of  manufac- 
turing establishments  and  in  various  trades.    The  incomes  of 
the  family  heads  during  the  year  prior  to  application 
ranged  from  $240  to  $2400  and  averaged  $1050  for  that 
period.    There  were  12  families  whose  incomes  were  less 
than  $750  per  year  and  six  whose  incomes  exceeded  $1500. 
Thrift  and  industry  are  marked  characteristics  of  these 
families  and  most  of  them  succeeded  in  paying  their  way 
during  the  worst  periods  of  depression  and  disaster.  Dur- 
ing the  past  five  years,  only  12  of  the  families  now  re- 
siding at  El  Monte  Homesteads  had  received  relief  from 
public  agencies  and  then  only  for  short  periods  of  time. 
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